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DISTRICT BENCHMARKS 

 

 
SUGGESTED 

ASSESSMENT 

 
POSSIBLE 

RESOURCES 
 
1:2-TLW fluently read a variety of texts, such 
as:  short stories; plays; textbooks; novels; 
poetry; manuals; periodicals. 
1:3-TLW construct meaning using various 
strategies, including:  generating questions; 
studying vocabulary; analyzing mood and tone; 
generalizing ideas; recognizing how authors use 
information; matching form to content; 
skimming/scanning; developing reference skills. 
1:4-TLW construct meaning of unfamiliar terms, 
using:  context clues; word roots and affixes; 
syntax. 
3:4-TLW select appropriate strategies while 
reading, listening to, or viewing text, such as:  
generating questions; studying vocabulary; 
analyze mood and tone; recognizing how 
authors and speakers use information; match 
form to content. 
3:5-TLW determine the meaning of unfamiliar 
words and concepts by using a variety of 
resources, such as:  semantic and structural 
features; prior knowledge; reference materials; 
electronic sources. 
 

 
READING 

 
6-A:  Construct meaning of unfamiliar 
terms and concepts using:  sentence 
structure; context clues; prior knowledge; 
word structure skills; outside resources 
(i.e., dictionaries, glossaries). 
 

  
DOL 
Vocab from books 
Word Webs (synonyms and 
antonyms) 

 
1:1-TLW be able to select an appropriate text 
for specific purposes, such as:  enjoyment 
(novels, newspapers, comics); clarifying 
information (reference materials); learning 
complex procedures (instructional manuals, 
cookbooks). 
1:2-TLW fluently read a variety of texts, such 
as:  short stories; plays; textbooks; novels; 
poetry; manuals; periodicals. 
1:3-TLW construct meaning using various 
strategies, including:  generating questions; 
studying vocabulary; analyzing mood and tone; 
generalizing ideas; recognizing how authors use 
information; matching form to content; 
skimming/scanning; developing reference skills. 
3:4-TLW select appropriate strategies while 
reading, listening to, or viewing text, such as:  
generating questions; studying vocabulary; 
analyze mood and tone; recognizing how 
authors and speakers use information; match 
form to content. 

 
READING 

 
6-B:  Develop comprehension skills in 
reading a variety of texts.  
Narrative:  folk tale, fantasy, adventure 
Informational: research report, how-to 
articles, essays. 
 

  
Novels 
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5:1-TLW select, read, listen to, view and 
respond thoughtfully to quality texts. 
10:2-TLW perform the daily functions of a 
literate individual, such as acquiring information 
from multiple sources, then:  evaluating; 
organizing; communicating it in various contexts. 
10:3-TLW use various texts to research current 
issues of importance.  Examples include:  using 
research findings to organize and create texts to 
persuade others to take a particular position or 
to alter their course of action with regard to a 
particular school/community issue or problem. 
11:2-TLW explain and use appropriate and 
available resources for investigating a topic.  
Examples include:  knowledgeable people; field 
trips; tables of contents; indexes; glossaries; 
icons/headings; hypertext; storage addresses; 
CD-ROM/laser disks; electronic mail; library 
catalogue databases; Internet. 
 
 
1:2-TLW fluently read a variety of texts, such 
as:  short stories; plays; textbooks; novels; 
poetry; manuals; periodicals. 
1:3-TLW construct meaning using various 
strategies, including:  generating questions; 
studying vocabulary; analyzing mood and tone; 
generalizing ideas; recognizing how authors use 
information; matching form to content; 
skimming/scanning; developing reference skills. 
3:4-TLW select appropriate strategies while 
reading, listening to, or viewing text, such as:  
generating questions; studying vocabulary; 
analyze mood and tone; recognizing how 
authors and speakers use information; match 
form to content. 
3:7-TLW express their responses and make 
connections between various texts and their own 
lives. 
5:1-TLW select, read, listen to, view and 
respond thoughtfully to quality texts. 
7:2-TLW monitor their progress while using a 
variety of strategies to construct and convey 
meaning. 
10:1-TLW analyze themes and central ideas in 
literature and other texts in relation to issues in 
their own lives. 
10:2-TLW perform the daily functions of a 
literate individual, such as acquiring information 

 
READING 

 
6-C:  Construct meaning from text using 
various strategies, such as:  prediction; 
mapping; anticipation guide; DRTA; SQ3R; 
using information from charts, graphs, 
pictures, bullets. 
 

  
Webbing 
Appendix (Language Arts) 
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from multiple sources, then:  evaluating; 
organizing; communicating it in various contexts. 
 
1:2-TLW fluently read a variety of texts, such 
as:  short stories; plays; textbooks; novels; 
poetry; manuals; periodicals. 
5:1-TLW select, read, listen to, view and 
respond thoughtfully to quality texts. 
6:3-TLW compare characteristics of authors, 
speakers and illustrators as to how they shape 
text and influence an audience. 
8:2-TLW describe and use characteristics of 
narrative genre and elements of narrative 
technique to convey ideas and perspectives, 
such as foreshadowing and flashback in:  poetry; 
science fiction; short stories; novels. 
8:3-TLW describe and use characteristics of 
various informational genre and elements of 
expository text structure to convey ideas.  
Examples include:  Genre⎯ biographies; 
newspapers; brochures; persuasive arguments 
and essays.  Text Structure⎯ multiple patterns 
of organization; relational links; central 
purposes. 
 

 
READING 

 
6-D:  Develop fluency in reading a variety 
of texts and identifying characteristics of 
various genres.  
Narrative:  folk tale, fantasy, adventure. 
Informational:  research report, how-to 
articles, essays 
 

  
Novels 
Write Source 

 
1:5-TLW respond to texts by relating their own 
and others’ experiences. 
3:6-TLW recognize and use varied techniques to 
construct text, convey meaning, and express 
feelings to an audience, such as:  identification 
with characters; multiple points of view. 
3:7-TLW express their responses and make 
connections between various texts and their own 
lives. 
5:1-TLW select, read, listen to, view and 
respond thoughtfully to quality texts. 
5:2-TLW describe and discuss shared issues in 
the human experience that appear in world 
literature and texts.  Examples include:  quests 
for happiness; serving others. 
5:3-TLW identify and discuss tensions among 
characters, communities, themes and issues in 
literature and other texts are related to one’s 
own experience. 
5:4-TLW investigate and demonstrate 
understanding of cultural and historical contexts 
depicted in literature and other texts. 
5:5-TLW investigate through literature and 

 
READING 

 
6-E:  Identify, compare and analyze story 
elements from a given text in relation to 
other texts and real life experiences, 
including:  setting; characters; plot; 
foreshadowing; conflict/resolution; theme; 
point-of-view. 
 

  
Novels 
Write Source 
Appendix 
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other texts various examples of distortion and 
stereotypes, such as:  gender; race; culture; 
age; class; religion; handicapping conditions. 
8:2-TLW describe and use characteristics of 
narrative genre and elements of narrative 
technique to convey ideas and perspectives, 
such as foreshadowing and flashback in:  poetry; 
science fiction; short stories; novels. 
 
 
1:1-TLW be able to select an appropriate text 
for specific purposes, such as:  enjoyment 
(novels, newspapers, comics); clarifying 
information (reference materials); learning 
complex procedures (instructional manuals, 
cookbooks). 
1:2-TLW fluently read a variety of texts, such 
as:  short stories; plays; textbooks; novels; 
poetry; manuals; periodicals. 
1:5-TLW respond to texts by relating their own 
and others’ experiences. 
3:1-TLW select and manipulate listening, 
viewing, speaking, reading and writing skills 
appropriate to the purpose and audience, such 
as:  using all the Language Arts to prepare and 
present a unit project on career exploration. 
3:4-TLW select appropriate strategies while 
reading, listening to, or viewing text, such as:  
generating questions; studying vocabulary; 
analyze mood and tone; recognizing how 
authors and speakers use information; match 
form to content. 
4:1-TLW compare language patterns in a variety 
of contexts, such as:  community activities; 
discussions; workplace; mathematics class; 
science class. 
5:1-TLW select, read, listen to, view and 
respond thoughtfully to quality texts. 
5:4-TLW investigate and demonstrate 
understanding of cultural and historical contexts 
depicted in literature and other texts. 
5:5-TLW investigate through literature and 
other texts various examples of distortion and 
stereotypes, such as:  gender; race; culture; 
age; class; religion; handicapping conditions. 
6:3-TLW compare characteristics of authors, 
speakers and illustrators as to how they shape 
text and influence an audience. 
8:3-TLW describe and use characteristics of 

 
READING 

 
6-F:  Read and compare in writing a 
specific work of fiction to non-fiction in the 
corresponding content area (i.e. science 
fiction – science text).  Ex.⎯Compare My 
Side of the Mountain to a survival manual 
or environmental text. 
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various informational genre and elements of 
expository text structure to convey ideas.  
Examples include:  Genre⎯ biographies; 
newspapers; brochures; persuasive arguments 
and essays.  Text Structure⎯ multiple patterns 
of organization; relational links; central 
purposes. 
8:4-TLW identify and use aspects of the craft of 
the speaker, writer and illustrator to formulate 
and express their ideas artistically, such as:  
color and composition; flashback; pacing; multi- 
dimensional characters; strong verbs; effective 
leads; appropriate use of details; language that 
inspires. 
9:2-TLW synthesize content from multiple texts 
to formulate principles and generalizations. 
10:1-TLW analyze themes and central ideas in 
literature and other texts in relation to issues in 
their own lives. 
10:2-TLW perform the daily functions of a 
literate individual, such as acquiring information 
from multiple sources, then:  evaluating; 
organizing; communicating it in various contexts. 
10:3-TLW use various texts to research current 
issues of importance.  Examples include:  using 
research findings to organize and create texts to 
persuade others to take a particular position or 
to alter their course of action with regard to a 
particular school/community issue or problem. 
11:2-TLW explain and use appropriate and 
available resources for investigating a topic.  
Examples include:  knowledgeable people; field 
trips; tables of contents; indexes; glossaries; 
icons/headings; hypertext; storage addresses; 
CD-ROM/laser disks; electronic mail; library 
catalogue databases; Internet. 
11:3-TLW organize, analyze and synthesize 
information to draw conclusions and implications 
based on their investigation of an issue or 
problem. 
12:1-TLW identify different standards based on 
the purpose of the text. 
12:3-TLW develop critical standards based on 
aesthetic qualities and use them to explain 
choices in reading, writing, speaking, listening 
and viewing. 
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1:2-TLW fluently read a variety of texts, such 
as:  short stories; plays; textbooks; novels; 
poetry; manuals; periodicals. 
1:3-TLW construct meaning using various 
strategies, including:  generating questions; 
studying vocabulary; analyzing mood and tone; 
generalizing ideas; recognizing how authors use 
information; matching form to content; 
skimming/scanning; developing reference skills. 
1:5-TLW respond to texts by relating their own 
and others’ experiences. 
3:5-TLW determine the meaning of unfamiliar 
words and concepts by using a variety of 
resources, such as:  semantic and structural 
features; prior knowledge; reference materials; 
electronic sources. 
3:7-TLW express their responses and make 
connections between various texts and their own 
lives. 
5:1-TLW select, read, listen to, view and 
respond thoughtfully to quality texts. 
8:3-TLW describe and use characteristics of 
various informational genre and elements of 
expository text structure to convey ideas.  
Examples include:  Genre⎯ biographies; 
newspapers; brochures; persuasive arguments 
and essays.  Text Structure⎯ multiple patterns 
of organization; relational links; central 
purposes. 
8:5-TLW explain how the characteristics of text 
and textual aids convey meaning.  Examples of 
various oral, visual and written texts include:  
videos; hypertext; glossaries; textbooks; 
speeches.  Examples of textual aids include:  
subheading/titles; charts; indexes. 
10:2-TLW perform the daily functions of a 
literate individual, such as acquiring information 
from multiple sources, then:  evaluating; 
organizing; communicating it in various contexts. 
 

READING 6-G:  Demonstrate use of graphic 
organizers, such as:  Venn diagrams; 
semantic maps; story maps; KWL chart. 
 

Appendix 
Venn diagrams 
Write Source 

 
1:1-TLW be able to select an appropriate text 
for specific purposes, such as:  enjoyment 
(novels, newspapers, comics); clarifying 
information (reference materials); learning 
complex procedures (instructional manuals, 
cookbooks). 
1:2-TLW fluently read a variety of texts, such 
as:  short stories; plays; textbooks; novels; 

 
READING 

 
6-H:  Listen and respond both orally and 
in writing to teacher-read literature 
identifying the following:  story elements 
(setting, theme, characterization, conflict); 
author’s purpose and genre. 
 

  
Novels 
Journal Writing 
Appendix 
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poetry; manuals; periodicals. 
1:3-TLW construct meaning using various 
strategies, including:  generating questions; 
studying vocabulary; analyzing mood and tone; 
generalizing ideas; recognizing how authors use 
information; matching form to content; 
skimming/scanning; developing reference skills. 
1:5-TLW respond to texts by relating their own 
and others’ experiences. 
3:1-TLW select and manipulate listening, 
viewing, speaking, reading and writing skills 
appropriate to the purpose and audience, such 
as:  using all the Language Arts to prepare and 
present a unit project on career exploration. 
3:2-TLW read and write fluently, speak 
confidently, listen and interact appropriately in 
situations, and represent creatively through the 
following means:  report formally to a group; 
debating issues; interviewing members of the 
public. 
3:4-TLW select appropriate strategies while 
reading, listening to, or viewing text, such as:  
generating questions; studying vocabulary; 
analyze mood and tone; recognizing how 
authors and speakers use information; match 
form to content. 
3:5-TLW determine the meaning of unfamiliar 
words and concepts by using a variety of 
resources, such as:  semantic and structural 
features; prior knowledge; reference materials; 
electronic sources. 
3:6-TLW recognize and use varied techniques to 
construct text, convey meaning, and express 
feelings to an audience, such as:  identification 
with characters; multiple points of view. 
3:7-TLW express their responses and make 
connections between various texts and their own 
lives. 
4:5-TLW recognize and use appropriate levels of 
discourse for varied contexts, purposes and 
audiences.  Examples include:  community 
building; explanation of a biological concept; 
comparison of computer programs; commentary 
on an artistic work; analysis of a fitness 
program; classroom debates on political issues. 
5:1-TLW select, read, listen to, view and 
respond thoughtfully to quality texts. 
5:2-TLW describe and discuss shared issues in 
the human experience that appear in world 
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literature and texts.  Examples include:  quests 
for happiness; serving others. 
5:3-TLW identify and discuss tensions among 
characters, communities, themes and issues in 
literature and other texts are related to one’s 
own experience. 
5:4-TLW investigate and demonstrate 
understanding of cultural and historical contexts 
depicted in literature and other texts. 
5:5-TLW investigate through literature and 
other texts various examples of distortion and 
stereotypes, such as:  gender; race; culture; 
age; class; religion; handicapping conditions. 
6:3-TLW compare characteristics of authors, 
speakers and illustrators as to how they shape 
text and influence an audience. 
9:1-TLW explore and reflect on universal 
themes and substantive issues from oral, visual 
and written texts.   Examples include:  coming of 
age; rights and responsibilities; group and 
individual roles; conflict and cooperation; 
creativity; resourcefulness. 
10:1-TLW analyze themes and central ideas in 
literature and other texts in relation to issues in 
their own lives. 
10:2-TLW perform the daily functions of a 
literate individual, such as acquiring information 
from multiple sources, then:  evaluating; 
organizing; communicating it in various contexts. 
12:3-TLW develop critical standards based on 
aesthetic qualities and use them to explain 
choices in reading, writing, speaking, listening 
and viewing. 
 
 
1:1-TLW be able to select an appropriate text 
for specific purposes, such as:  enjoyment 
(novels, newspapers, comics); clarifying 
information (reference materials); learning 
complex procedures (instructional manuals, 
cookbooks). 
1:2-TLW fluently read a variety of texts, such 
as:  short stories; plays; textbooks; novels; 
poetry; manuals; periodicals. 
1:3-TLW construct meaning using various 
strategies, including:  generating questions; 
studying vocabulary; analyzing mood and tone; 
generalizing ideas; recognizing how authors use 
information; matching form to content; 

 
READING 

 
6-I:  Self-select books to read, maintain a 
written response log. 
 

  
Novels 
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POSSIBLE 
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skimming/scanning; developing reference skills. 
1:5-TLW respond to texts by relating their own 
and others’ experiences. 
2:1-TLW write a variety of compositions, 
including:  personal narrative; persuasive 
essays; lab reports; poetry; expository writing. 
3:1-TLW select and manipulate listening, 
viewing, speaking, reading and writing skills 
appropriate to the purpose and audience, such 
as:  using all the Language Arts to prepare and 
present a unit project on career exploration. 
3:4-TLW select appropriate strategies while 
reading, listening to, or viewing text, such as:  
generating questions; studying vocabulary; 
analyze mood and tone; recognizing how 
authors and speakers use information; match 
form to content. 
3:5-TLW determine the meaning of unfamiliar 
words and concepts by using a variety of 
resources, such as:  semantic and structural 
features; prior knowledge; reference materials; 
electronic sources. 
3:6-TLW recognize and use varied techniques to 
construct text, convey meaning, and express 
feelings to an audience, such as:  identification 
with characters; multiple points of view. 
3:7-TLW express their responses and make 
connections between various texts and their own 
lives. 
5:1-TLW select, read, listen to, view and 
respond thoughtfully to quality texts. 
5:2-TLW describe and discuss shared issues in 
the human experience that appear in world 
literature and texts.  Examples include:  quests 
for happiness; serving others. 
5:3-TLW identify and discuss tensions among 
characters, communities, themes and issues in 
literature and other texts are related to one’s 
own experience. 
5:4-TLW investigate and demonstrate 
understanding of cultural and historical contexts 
depicted in literature and other texts. 
5:5-TLW investigate through literature and 
other texts various examples of distortion and 
stereotypes, such as:  gender; race; culture; 
age; class; religion; handicapping conditions. 
6:2-TLW demonstrate the ability to vary oral 
and written communication for different 
purposes and audiences, such as to:  persuade; 
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inform; entertain. 
6:3-TLW compare characteristics of authors, 
speakers and illustrators as to how they shape 
text and influence an audience. 
8:3-TLW describe and use characteristics of 
various informational genre and elements of 
expository text structure to convey ideas.  
Examples include:  Genre⎯ biographies; 
newspapers; brochures; persuasive arguments 
and essays.  Text Structure⎯ multiple patterns 
of organization; relational links; central 
purposes. 
9:1-TLW explore and reflect on universal 
themes and substantive issues from oral, visual 
and written texts.   Examples include:  coming of 
age; rights and responsibilities; group and 
individual roles; conflict and cooperation; 
creativity; resourcefulness. 
10:1-TLW analyze themes and central ideas in 
literature and other texts in relation to issues in 
their own lives. 
10:2-TLW perform the daily functions of a 
literate individual, such as acquiring information 
from multiple sources, then:  evaluating; 
organizing; communicating it in various contexts. 
12:2-TLW use different standards based on 
purpose and context. 
12:3-TLW develop critical standards based on 
aesthetic qualities and use them to explain 
choices in reading, writing, speaking, listening 
and viewing. 
 
 
1:1-TLW be able to select an appropriate text 
for specific purposes, such as:  enjoyment 
(novels, newspapers, comics); clarifying 
information (reference materials); learning 
complex procedures (instructional manuals, 
cookbooks). 
1:2-TLW fluently read a variety of texts, such 
as:  short stories; plays; textbooks; novels; 
poetry; manuals; periodicals. 
reading, listening to, or viewing text, such as:  
generating questions; studying vocabulary; 
analyze mood and tone; recognizing how 
authors and speakers use information; match 
form to content. 
3:4-TLW select appropriate strategies while 
reading, listening to, or viewing text, such as:  

 
READING 

 
6-J:  Participate in an author study, 
identifying author’s choices, such as:  
effective leads; pacing; multi-dimensional 
characters; appropriate use of details. 
 

  
Writing folder 
Appendix 
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generating questions; studying vocabulary; 
analyze mood and tone; recognizing how 
authors and speakers use information; match 
form to content. 
3:6-TLW recognize and use varied techniques to 
construct text, convey meaning, and express 
feelings to an audience, such as:  identification 
with characters; multiple points of view. 
5:1-TLW select, read, listen to, view and 
respond thoughtfully to quality texts. 
6:3-TLW compare characteristics of authors, 
speakers and illustrators as to how they shape 
text and influence an audience. 
8:4-TLW identify and use aspects of the craft of 
the speaker, writer and illustrator to formulate 
and express their ideas artistically, such as:  
color and composition; flashback; pacing; multi- 
dimensional characters; strong verbs; effective 
leads; appropriate use of details; language that 
inspires. 
9:2-TLW synthesize content from multiple texts 
to formulate principles and generalizations. 
10:2-TLW perform the daily functions of a 
literate individual, such as acquiring information 
from multiple sources, then:  evaluating; 
organizing; communicating it in various contexts. 
12:3-TLW develop critical standards based on 
aesthetic qualities and use them to explain 
choices in reading, writing, speaking, listening 
and viewing. 
 
 
5:1-TLW select, read, listen to, view and 
respond thoughtfully to quality texts. 
8:4-TLW identify and use aspects of the craft of 
the speaker, writer and illustrator to formulate 
and express their ideas artistically, such as:  
color and composition; flashback; pacing; multi- 
dimensional characters; strong verbs; effective 
leads; appropriate use of details; language that 
inspires. 
9:1-TLW explore and reflect on universal 
themes and substantive issues from oral, visual 
and written texts.   Examples include:  coming of 
age; rights and responsibilities; group and 
individual roles; conflict and cooperation; 
creativity; resourcefulness. 
9:2-TLW synthesize content from multiple texts 
to formulate principles and generalizations. 

 
READING 

 
6-K:  Construct meaning from text, from 
text-to-text world, text-to-self, and cross-
curricular connections and form opinions. 
 

  
Novels 
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10:2-TLW perform the daily functions of a 
literate individual, such as acquiring information 
from multiple sources, then:  evaluating; 
organizing; communicating it in various contexts. 
12:3-TLW develop critical standards based on 
aesthetic qualities and use them to explain 
choices in reading, writing, speaking, listening 
and viewing. 
 
 

    

1:3-TLW construct meaning using various 
strategies, including:  generating questions; 
studying vocabulary; analyzing mood and tone; 
generalizing ideas; recognizing how authors use 
information; matching form to content; 
skimming/scanning; developing reference skills. 
1:4-TLW construct meaning of unfamiliar terms, 
using:  context clues; word roots and affixes; 
syntax. 
7:1- TLW Use a combination of strategies when 
encountering unfamiliar texts while constructing 
meaning. 
7:2-TLW monitor their progress while using a 
variety of strategies to construct and convey 
meaning. 
7:3-TLW reflect on his/her own literacy by:  
setting learning goals; evaluating progress. 
8:5-TLW explain how the characteristics of text 
and textual aids convey meaning. 
 

READING   6-L:  Utilize various strategies to repair 
comprehension. 
 

 

 
2:2-TLW build meaning and empathy through 
writing that:  appeals to reason and/or emotion; 
uses figurative language; demonstrates 
grammatical conventions. 
5:1-TLW select, read, listen to, view and 
respond thoughtfully to quality texts. 
5:2-TLW describe and discuss shared issues in 
the human experience that appear in world 
literature and texts.  Examples include:  quests 
for happiness; serving others. 
5:3-TLW identify and discuss tensions among 
characters, communities, themes and issues in 
literature and other texts are related to one’s 
own experience. 
5:4-TLW investigate and demonstrate 
understanding of cultural and historical contexts 
depicted in literature and other texts. 
 

 
READING 

 
6-M:  Identify writer’s craft/purpose for 
writing a particular piece. 
 

  



 LANGUAGE ARTS   Sixth Grade 
 

Imlay City Community Schools  13 
January 2005 

 
STATE BENCHMARKS 

 

 
CORE TOPICS 

 
DISTRICT BENCHMARKS 

 

 
SUGGESTED 

ASSESSMENT 
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8:1-TLW select and use writing mechanics that 
enhance and clarify understanding, such as:  
paragraphing; organizational patterns; variety in 
sentence structure; appropriate punctuation; 
grammatical constructions; conventional 
spelling. 
8:2-TLW describe and use characteristics of 
narrative genre and elements of narrative 
technique to convey ideas and perspectives, 
such as foreshadowing and flashback in:  poetry; 
science fiction; short stories; novels. 
8:3-TLW describe and use characteristics of 
various informational genre and elements of 
expository text structure to convey ideas.  
Examples include:  Genre⎯ biographies; 
newspapers; brochures; persuasive arguments 
and essays.  Text Structure⎯ multiple patterns 
of organization; relational links; central 
purposes. 
8:4-TLW identify and use aspects of the craft of 
the speaker, writer and illustrator to formulate 
and express their ideas artistically, such as:  
color and composition; flashback; pacing; multi- 
dimensional characters; strong verbs; effective 
leads; appropriate use of details; language that 
inspires. 
9:1-TLW explore and reflect on universal 
themes and substantive issues from oral, visual 
and written texts.   Examples include:  coming of 
age; rights and responsibilities; group and 
individual roles; conflict and cooperation; 
creativity; resourcefulness. 
9:2-TLW synthesize content from multiple texts 
to formulate principles and generalizations. 
9:3-TLW synthesize content from multiple texts 
to formulate principles and generalizations. 
12:2-TLW use different standards based on 
purpose and context. 
12:3-TLW develop critical standards based on 
aesthetic qualities and use them to explain 
choices in reading, writing, speaking, listening 
and viewing. 
 
1:3-TLW construct meaning using various 
strategies, including:  generating questions; 
studying vocabulary; analyzing mood and tone; 
generalizing ideas; recognizing how authors use 
information; matching form to content; 
skimming/scanning; developing reference skills. 

 
READING 

 
6-N:   Identify the theme/author’s 
message of a particular text. 
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1:4-TLW construct meaning of unfamiliar terms, 
using:  context clues; word roots and affixes; 
syntax. 
2:2-TLW build meaning and empathy through 
writing that:  appeals to reason and/or emotion; 
uses figurative language; demonstrates 
grammatical conventions. 
3:5-TLW determine the meaning of unfamiliar 
words and concepts by using a variety of 
resources, such as:  semantic and structural 
features; prior knowledge; reference materials; 
electronic sources. 
3:7-TLW express their responses and make 
connections between various texts and their own 
lives. 
5:1-TLW select, read, listen to, view and 
respond thoughtfully to quality texts. 
5:2-TLW describe and discuss shared issues in 
the human experience that appear in world 
literature and texts.  Examples include:  quests 
for happiness; serving others. 
5:3-TLW identify and discuss tensions among 
characters, communities, themes and issues in 
literature and other texts are related to one’s 
own experience. 
9:1-TLW explore and reflect on universal 
themes and substantive issues from oral, visual 
and written texts.   Examples include:  coming of 
age; rights and responsibilities; group and 
individual roles; conflict and cooperation; 
creativity; resourcefulness. 
9:2-TLW synthesize content from multiple texts 
to formulate principles and generalizations. 
10:2-TLW perform the daily functions of a 
literate individual, such as acquiring information 
from multiple sources, then:  evaluating; 
organizing; communicating it in various contexts. 
 
 
2:4-TLW select and use appropriate language 
conventions to edit text, such as:  correct and 
varied grammatical construction; subject-verb 
agreement; punctuation; spelling. 
8:1-TLW select and use writing mechanics that 
enhance and clarify understanding, such as:  
paragraphing; organizational patterns; variety in 
sentence structure; appropriate punctuation; 
grammatical constructions; conventional 
spelling. 

 
WRITING 

 
6-O:  Use appropriate standard language 
conventions 
 

  
Write Source 
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2:3-TLW plan, draft, revise and edit text in such 
areas as:  effect; content; perspective. 
2:4-TLW select and use appropriate language 
conventions to edit text, such as:  correct and 
varied grammatical construction; subject-verb 
agreement; punctuation; spelling. 
7:2-TLW monitor their progress while using a 
variety of strategies to construct and convey 
meaning. 
7:4-TLW demonstrate a variety of strategies 
during the writing process, while creating text 
for specific purposes, such as:  persuading a 
particular audience; editorializing an opinion; 
capturing feelings through poetry. 
8:1-TLW select and use writing mechanics that 
enhance and clarify understanding, such as:  
paragraphing; organizational patterns; variety in 
sentence structure; appropriate punctuation; 
grammatical constructions; conventional 
spelling. 
8:2-TLW describe and use characteristics of 
narrative genre and elements of narrative 
technique to convey ideas and perspectives, 
such as foreshadowing and flashback in:  poetry; 
science fiction; short stories; novels. 
8:4-TLW identify and use aspects of the craft of 
the speaker, writer and illustrator to formulate 
and express their ideas artistically, such as:  
color and composition; flashback; pacing; multi- 
dimensional characters; strong verbs; effective 
leads; appropriate use of details; language that 
inspires. 
10:2-TLW perform the daily functions of a 
literate individual, such as acquiring information 
from multiple sources, then:  evaluating; 
organizing; communicating it in various contexts. 

 
WRITING 

 
6-P:  Process write personal narrative. 
 

  
 

 
6:4-TLW document and develop their own voice 
through:  portfolio reflections; audio and 
videotapes; submissions to publications; group 
share. 
7:2-TLW monitor their progress while using a 
variety of strategies to construct and convey 
meaning. 
7:4-TLW demonstrate a variety of strategies 
during the writing process, while creating text 
for specific purposes, such as:  persuading a 

 
WRITING 

 
6-Q:  Process write a tall tale 
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particular audience; editorializing an opinion; 
capturing feelings through poetry. 
8:1-TLW select and use writing mechanics that 
enhance and clarify understanding, such as:  
paragraphing; organizational patterns; variety in 
sentence structure; appropriate punctuation; 
grammatical constructions; conventional 
spelling. 
8:2-TLW describe and use characteristics of 
narrative genre and elements of narrative 
technique to convey ideas and perspectives, 
such as foreshadowing and flashback in:  poetry; 
science fiction; short stories; novels. 
8:4-TLW identify and use aspects of the craft of 
the speaker, writer and illustrator to formulate 
and express their ideas artistically, such as:  
color and composition; flashback; pacing; multi- 
dimensional characters; strong verbs; effective 
leads; appropriate use of details; language that 
inspires. 
10:2-TLW perform the daily functions of a 
literate individual, such as acquiring information 
from multiple sources, then:  evaluating; 
organizing; communicating it in various contexts. 
 
2:1-TLW write a variety of compositions, 
including:  personal narrative; persuasive 
essays; lab reports; poetry; expository writing. 
2:2-TLW build meaning and empathy through 
writing that:  appeals to reason and/or emotion; 
uses figurative language; demonstrates 
grammatical conventions. 
2:3-TLW plan, draft, revise and edit text in such 
areas as:  effect; content; perspective. 
2:4-TLW select and use appropriate language 
conventions to edit text, such as:  correct and 
varied grammatical construction; subject-verb 
agreement; punctuation; spelling. 
3:1-TLW select and manipulate listening, 
viewing, speaking, reading and writing skills 
appropriate to the purpose and audience, such 
as:  using all the Language Arts to prepare and 
present a unit project on career exploration. 
3:2-TLW read and write fluently, speak 
confidently, listen and interact appropriately in 
situations, and represent creatively through the 
following means:  report formally to a group; 
debating issues; interviewing members of the 
public. 

 
WRITING 

 
6-R:  Process write a persuasive/editorial 
piece. 
 

  
Write Source 
Social studies materials 
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3:7-TLW express their responses and make 
connections between various texts and their own 
lives. 
6:1-TLW analyze their use of elements of 
effective communication. 
6:2-TLW demonstrate the ability to vary oral 
and written communication for different 
purposes and audiences, such as to:  persuade; 
inform; entertain. 
7:2-TLW monitor their progress while using a 
variety of strategies to construct and convey 
meaning. 
7:3-TLW reflect on his/her own literacy by:  
setting learning goals; evaluating progress. 
7:4-TLW demonstrate a variety of strategies 
during the writing process, while creating text 
for specific purposes, such as:  persuading a 
particular audience; editorializing an opinion; 
capturing feelings through poetry. 
8:1-TLW select and use writing mechanics that 
enhance and clarify understanding, such as:  
paragraphing; organizational patterns; variety in 
sentence structure; appropriate punctuation; 
grammatical constructions; conventional 
spelling. 
10:2-TLW perform the daily functions of a 
literate individual, such as acquiring information 
from multiple sources, then:  evaluating; 
organizing; communicating it in various contexts. 
12:1-TLW identify different standards based on 
the purpose of the text. 
12:2-TLW use different standards based on 
purpose and context. 
12:3-TLW develop critical standards based on 
aesthetic qualities and use them to explain 
choices in reading, writing, speaking, listening 
and viewing. 
12:4-TLW create a collection of personal work 
based on individual, shared and academic 
standards, including reflection on individual 
pieces and the collection as a whole. 
 
2:1-TLW write a variety of compositions, 
including:  personal narrative; persuasive 
essays; lab reports; poetry; expository writing. 
2:2-TLW build meaning and empathy through 
writing that:  appeals to reason and/or emotion; 
uses figurative language; demonstrates 
grammatical conventions. 

 
WRITING 

 
6-S:  Process write an adventure piece. 
 

  
MDE genre units 
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2:3-TLW plan, draft, revise and edit text in such 
areas as:  effect; content; perspective. 
2:4-TLW select and use appropriate language 
conventions to edit text, such as:  correct and 
varied grammatical construction; subject-verb 
agreement; punctuation; spelling. 
3:1-TLW select and manipulate listening, 
viewing, speaking, reading and writing skills 
appropriate to the purpose and audience, such 
as:  using all the Language Arts to prepare and 
present a unit project on career exploration. 
3:2-TLW read and write fluently, speak 
confidently, listen and interact appropriately in 
situations, and represent creatively through the 
following means:  report formally to a group; 
debating issues; interviewing members of the 
public. 
3:7-TLW express their responses and make 
connections between various texts and their own 
lives. 
6:1-TLW analyze their use of elements of 
effective communication. 
6:2-TLW demonstrate the ability to vary oral 
and written communication for different 
purposes and audiences, such as to:  persuade; 
inform; entertain. 
7:2-TLW monitor their progress while using a 
variety of strategies to construct and convey 
meaning. 
7:3-TLW reflect on his/her own literacy by:  
setting learning goals; evaluating progress. 
7:4-TLW demonstrate a variety of strategies 
during the writing process, while creating text 
for specific purposes, such as:  persuading a 
particular audience; editorializing an opinion; 
capturing feelings through poetry. 
8:1-TLW select and use writing mechanics that 
enhance and clarify understanding, such as:  
paragraphing; organizational patterns; variety in 
sentence structure; appropriate punctuation; 
grammatical constructions; conventional 
spelling. 
10:2-TLW perform the daily functions of a 
literate individual, such as acquiring information 
from multiple sources, then:  evaluating; 
organizing; communicating it in various contexts. 
12:2-TLW use different standards based on 
purpose and context. 
12:3-TLW develop critical standards based on 
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aesthetic qualities and use them to explain 
choices in reading, writing, speaking, listening 
and viewing. 
 
2:1-TLW write a variety of compositions, 
including:  personal narrative; persuasive 
essays; lab reports; poetry; expository writing. 
2:2-TLW build meaning and empathy through 
writing that:  appeals to reason and/or emotion; 
uses figurative language; demonstrates 
grammatical conventions. 
2:3-TLW plan, draft, revise and edit text in such 
areas as:  effect; content; perspective. 
2:4-TLW select and use appropriate language 
conventions to edit text, such as:  correct and 
varied grammatical construction; subject-verb 
agreement; punctuation; spelling. 
3:1-TLW select and manipulate listening, 
viewing, speaking, reading and writing skills 
appropriate to the purpose and audience, such 
as:  using all the Language Arts to prepare and 
present a unit project on career exploration. 
3:2-TLW read and write fluently, speak 
confidently, listen and interact appropriately in 
situations, and represent creatively through the 
following means:  report formally to a group; 
debating issues; interviewing members of the 
public. 
3:7-TLW express their responses and make 
connections between various texts and their own 
lives. 
6:1-TLW analyze their use of elements of 
effective communication. 
6:2-TLW demonstrate the ability to vary oral 
and written communication for different 
purposes and audiences, such as to:  persuade; 
inform; entertain. 
7:2-TLW monitor their progress while using a 
variety of strategies to construct and convey 
meaning. 
7:3-TLW reflect on his/her own literacy by:  
setting learning goals; evaluating progress. 
7:4-TLW demonstrate a variety of strategies 
during the writing process, while creating text 
for specific purposes, such as:  persuading a 
particular audience; editorializing an opinion; 
capturing feelings through poetry. 
8:1-TLW select and use writing mechanics that 
enhance and clarify understanding, such as:  

 
WRITING 

 
6-T:  Process write a folk tale. 
 

  
MDE genre units 



 LANGUAGE ARTS   Sixth Grade 
 

Imlay City Community Schools  20 
January 2005 

 
STATE BENCHMARKS 

 

 
CORE TOPICS 

 
DISTRICT BENCHMARKS 

 

 
SUGGESTED 

ASSESSMENT 

 
POSSIBLE 

RESOURCES 
paragraphing; organizational patterns; variety in 
sentence structure; appropriate punctuation; 
grammatical constructions; conventional 
spelling. 
10:2-TLW perform the daily functions of a 
literate individual, such as acquiring information 
from multiple sources, then:  evaluating; 
organizing; communicating it in various contexts. 
12:2-TLW use different standards based on 
purpose and context. 
12:3-TLW develop critical standards based on 
aesthetic qualities and use them to explain 
choices in reading, writing, speaking, listening 
and viewing. 
 
2:1-TLW write a variety of compositions, 
including:  personal narrative; persuasive 
essays; lab reports; poetry; expository writing. 
2:2-TLW build meaning and empathy through 
writing that:  appeals to reason and/or emotion; 
uses figurative language; demonstrates 
grammatical conventions. 
2:3-TLW plan, draft, revise and edit text in such 
areas as:  effect; content; perspective. 
2:4-TLW select and use appropriate language 
conventions to edit text, such as:  correct and 
varied grammatical construction; subject-verb 
agreement; punctuation; spelling. 
3:1-TLW select and manipulate listening, 
viewing, speaking, reading and writing skills 
appropriate to the purpose and audience, such 
as:  using all the Language Arts to prepare and 
present a unit project on career exploration. 
3:2-TLW read and write fluently, speak 
confidently, listen and interact appropriately in 
situations, and represent creatively through the 
following means:  report formally to a group; 
debating issues; interviewing members of the 
public. 
3:7-TLW express their responses and make 
connections between various texts and their own 
lives. 
6:1-TLW analyze their use of elements of 
effective communication. 
6:2-TLW demonstrate the ability to vary oral 
and written communication for different 
purposes and audiences, such as to:  persuade; 
inform; entertain. 
7:2-TLW monitor their progress while using a 

 
WRITING 

 
6-U:  Process write a fantasty 
 

  
MDE genre units 
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variety of strategies to construct and convey 
meaning. 
7:3-TLW reflect on his/her own literacy by:  
setting learning goals; evaluating progress. 
7:4-TLW demonstrate a variety of strategies 
during the writing process, while creating text 
for specific purposes, such as:  persuading a 
particular audience; editorializing an opinion; 
capturing feelings through poetry. 
8:1-TLW select and use writing mechanics that 
enhance and clarify understanding, such as:  
paragraphing; organizational patterns; variety in 
sentence structure; appropriate punctuation; 
grammatical constructions; conventional 
spelling. 
10:2-TLW perform the daily functions of a 
literate individual, such as acquiring information 
from multiple sources, then:  evaluating; 
organizing; communicating it in various contexts. 
12:2-TLW use different standards based on 
purpose and context. 
12:3-TLW develop critical standards based on 
aesthetic qualities and use them to explain 
choices in reading, writing, speaking, listening 
and viewing. 
 
2:1-TLW write a variety of compositions, 
including:  personal narrative; persuasive 
essays; lab reports; poetry; expository writing. 
2:2-TLW build meaning and empathy through 
writing that:  appeals to reason and/or emotion; 
uses figurative language; demonstrates 
grammatical conventions. 
2:3-TLW plan, draft, revise and edit text in such 
areas as:  effect; content; perspective. 
2:4-TLW select and use appropriate language 
conventions to edit text, such as:  correct and 
varied grammatical construction; subject-verb 
agreement; punctuation; spelling. 
3:1-TLW select and manipulate listening, 
viewing, speaking, reading and writing skills 
appropriate to the purpose and audience, such 
as:  using all the Language Arts to prepare and 
present a unit project on career exploration. 
3:2-TLW read and write fluently, speak 
confidently, listen and interact appropriately in 
situations, and represent creatively through the 
following means:  report formally to a group; 
debating issues; interviewing members of the 

 
WRITING 

 
6-V:  Process write a how-to piece. 
 

  
Write Source 
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public. 
3:4-TLW select appropriate strategies while 
reading, listening to, or viewing text, such as:  
generating questions; studying vocabulary; 
analyze mood and tone; recognizing how 
authors and speakers use information; match 
form to content. 
3:5-TLW determine the meaning of unfamiliar 
words and concepts by using a variety of 
resources, such as:  semantic and structural 
features; prior knowledge; reference materials; 
electronic sources. 
6:1-TLW analyze their use of elements of 
effective communication. 
6:2-TLW demonstrate the ability to vary oral 
and written communication for different 
purposes and audiences, such as to:  persuade; 
inform; entertain. 
7:4-TLW demonstrate a variety of strategies 
during the writing process, while creating text 
for specific purposes, such as:  persuading a 
particular audience; editorializing an opinion; 
capturing feelings through poetry. 
8:1-TLW select and use writing mechanics that 
enhance and clarify understanding, such as:  
paragraphing; organizational patterns; variety in 
sentence structure; appropriate punctuation; 
grammatical constructions; conventional 
spelling. 
8:3-TLW describe and use characteristics of 
various informational genre and elements of 
expository text structure to convey ideas.  
Examples include:  Genre⎯ biographies; 
newspapers; brochures; persuasive arguments 
and essays.  Text Structure⎯ multiple patterns 
of organization; relational links; central 
purposes. 
9:2-TLW synthesize content from multiple texts 
to formulate principles and generalizations. 
9:3-TLW synthesize content from multiple texts 
to formulate principles and generalizations. 
10:1-TLW analyze themes and central ideas in 
literature and other texts in relation to issues in 
their own lives. 
10:2-TLW perform the daily functions of a 
literate individual, such as acquiring information 
from multiple sources, then:  evaluating; 
organizing; communicating it in various contexts. 
10:3-TLW use various texts to research current 
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issues of importance.  Examples include:  using 
research findings to organize and create texts to 
persuade others to take a particular position or 
to alter their course of action with regard to a 
particular school/community issue or problem. 
11:1-TLW generate questions, narrow the focus 
and create a thesis statement or a hypothesis 
about an important issue. 
11:2-TLW explain and use appropriate and 
available resources for investigating a topic.  
Examples include:  knowledgeable people; field 
trips; tables of contents; indexes; glossaries; 
icons/headings; hypertext; storage addresses; 
CD-ROM/laser disks; electronic mail; library 
catalogue databases; Internet. 
12:2-TLW use different standards based on 
purpose and context. 
12:3-TLW develop critical standards based on 
aesthetic qualities and use them to explain 
choices in reading, writing, speaking, listening 
and viewing. 
 
2:1-TLW write a variety of compositions, 
including:  personal narrative; persuasive 
essays; lab reports; poetry; expository writing. 
2:2-TLW build meaning and empathy through 
writing that:  appeals to reason and/or emotion; 
uses figurative language; demonstrates 
grammatical conventions. 
2:3-TLW plan, draft, revise and edit text in such 
areas as:  effect; content; perspective. 
2:4-TLW select and use appropriate language 
conventions to edit text, such as:  correct and 
varied grammatical construction; subject-verb 
agreement; punctuation; spelling. 
3:1-TLW select and manipulate listening, 
viewing, speaking, reading and writing skills 
appropriate to the purpose and audience, such 
as:  using all the Language Arts to prepare and 
present a unit project on career exploration. 
3:2-TLW read and write fluently, speak 
confidently, listen and interact appropriately in 
situations, and represent creatively through the 
following means:  report formally to a group; 
debating issues; interviewing members of the 
public. 
3:4-TLW select appropriate strategies while 
reading, listening to, or viewing text, such as:  
generating questions; studying vocabulary; 

 
 
WRITING 

 
 
6-W:  Process write a research paper 
 

  
 
Write Source  
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analyze mood and tone; recognizing how 
authors and speakers use information; match 
form to content. 
3:5-TLW determine the meaning of unfamiliar 
words and concepts by using a variety of 
resources, such as:  semantic and structural 
features; prior knowledge; reference materials; 
electronic sources. 
6:1-TLW analyze their use of elements of 
effective communication. 
6:2-TLW demonstrate the ability to vary oral 
and written communication for different 
purposes and audiences, such as to:  persuade; 
inform; entertain. 
7:4-TLW demonstrate a variety of strategies 
during the writing process, while creating text 
for specific purposes, such as:  persuading a 
particular audience; editorializing an opinion; 
capturing feelings through poetry. 
8:1-TLW select and use writing mechanics that 
enhance and clarify understanding, such as:  
paragraphing; organizational patterns; variety in 
sentence structure; appropriate punctuation; 
grammatical constructions; conventional 
spelling. 
8:3-TLW describe and use characteristics of 
various informational genre and elements of 
expository text structure to convey ideas.  
Examples include:  Genre⎯ biographies; 
newspapers; brochures; persuasive arguments 
and essays.  Text Structure⎯ multiple patterns 
of organization; relational links; central 
purposes. 
9:2-TLW synthesize content from multiple texts 
to formulate principles and generalizations. 
9:3-TLW synthesize content from multiple texts 
to formulate principles and generalizations. 
10:2-TLW perform the daily functions of a 
literate individual, such as acquiring information 
from multiple sources, then:  evaluating; 
organizing; communicating it in various contexts. 
10:3-TLW use various texts to research current 
issues of importance.  Examples include:  using 
research findings to organize and create texts to 
persuade others to take a particular position or 
to alter their course of action with regard to a 
particular school/community issue or problem. 
11:1-TLW generate questions, narrow the focus 
and create a thesis statement or a hypothesis 
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about an important issue. 
11:2-TLW explain and use appropriate and 
available resources for investigating a topic.  
Examples include:  knowledgeable people; field 
trips; tables of contents; indexes; glossaries; 
icons/headings; hypertext; storage addresses; 
CD-ROM/laser disks; electronic mail; library 
catalogue databases; Internet. 
11:3-TLW organize, analyze and synthesize 
information to draw conclusions and implications 
based on their investigation of an issue or 
problem. 
11:4-TLW use different means of developing 
and presenting conclusions based on the 
investigation of an issue or problem to a specific 
audience.  Examples include:  hypertext; election 
ballots; magazines and booklets, including 
graphics. 
12:2-TLW use different standards based on 
purpose and context. 
12:3-TLW develop critical standards based on 
aesthetic qualities and use them to explain 
choices in reading, writing, speaking, listening 
and viewing. 
 
 
2:3-TLW plan, draft, revise and edit text in such 
areas as:  effect; content; perspective. 
2:4-TLW select and use appropriate language 
conventions to edit text, such as:  correct and 
varied grammatical construction; subject-verb 
agreement; punctuation; spelling. 
3:1-TLW select and manipulate listening, 
viewing, speaking, reading and writing skills 
appropriate to the purpose and audience, such 
as:  using all the Language Arts to prepare and 
present a unit project on career exploration. 
3:4-TLW select appropriate strategies while 
reading, listening to, or viewing text, such as:  
generating questions; studying vocabulary; 
analyze mood and tone; recognizing how 
authors and speakers use information; match 
form to content. 
4:4-TLW demonstrate how communication is 
affected by word choice. 
5:1-TLW select, read, listen to, view and 
respond thoughtfully to quality texts. 
6:1-TLW analyze their use of elements of 
effective communication. 

 
WRITING 

 
6-X:  Maintain a writing folder 

  
Journals 
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6:4-TLW document and develop their own voice 
through:  portfolio reflections; audio and 
videotapes; submissions to publications; group 
share. 
7:2-TLW monitor their progress while using a 
variety of strategies to construct and convey 
meaning. 
7:4-TLW demonstrate a variety of strategies 
during the writing process, while creating text 
for specific purposes, such as:  persuading a 
particular audience; editorializing an opinion; 
capturing feelings through poetry. 
10:2-TLW perform the daily functions of a 
literate individual, such as acquiring information 
from multiple sources, then:  evaluating; 
organizing; communicating it in various contexts. 
12:4-TLW create a collection of personal work 
based on individual, shared and academic 
standards, including reflection on individual 
pieces and the collection as a whole. 
 
 
2:1-TLW write a variety of compositions, 
including:  personal narrative; persuasive 
essays; lab reports; poetry; expository writing. 
4:5-TLW recognize and use appropriate levels of 
discourse for varied contexts, purposes and 
audiences.  Examples include:  community 
building; explanation of a biological concept; 
comparison of computer programs; commentary 
on an artistic work; analysis of a fitness 
program; classroom debates on political issues. 
5:2-TLW describe and discuss shared issues in 
the human experience that appear in world 
literature and texts.  Examples include:  quests 
for happiness; serving others. 
6:2-TLW demonstrate the ability to vary oral 
and written communication for different 
purposes and audiences, such as to:  persuade; 
inform; entertain. 
6:4-TLW document and develop their own voice 
through:  portfolio reflections; audio and 
videotapes; submissions to publications; group 
share. 
10:1-TLW analyze themes and central ideas in 
literature and other texts in relation to issues in 
their own lives. 
10:2-TLW perform the daily functions of a 
literate individual, such as acquiring information 

 
WRITING 

 
6-Y:  Write daily journal entries 

 Write Source 
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from multiple sources, then:  evaluating; 
organizing; communicating it in various contexts. 
 
2:3-TLW plan, draft, revise and edit text in such 
areas as:  effect; content; perspective. 
2:4-TLW select and use appropriate language 
conventions to edit text, such as:  correct and 
varied grammatical construction; subject-verb 
agreement; punctuation; spelling. 
3:1-TLW select and manipulate listening, 
viewing, speaking, reading and writing skills 
appropriate to the purpose and audience, such 
as:  using all the Language Arts to prepare and 
present a unit project on career exploration. 
3:4-TLW select appropriate strategies while 
reading, listening to, or viewing text, such as:  
generating questions; studying vocabulary; 
analyze mood and tone; recognizing how 
authors and speakers use information; match 
form to content. 
4:4-TLW demonstrate how communication is 
affected by word choice. 
5:1-TLW select, read, listen to, view and 
respond thoughtfully to quality texts. 
6:1-TLW analyze their use of elements of 
effective communication. 
6:4-TLW document and develop their own voice 
through:  portfolio reflections; audio and 
videotapes; submissions to publications; group 
share. 
7:2-TLW monitor their progress while using a 
variety of strategies to construct and convey 
meaning. 
7:4-TLW demonstrate a variety of strategies 
during the writing process, while creating text 
for specific purposes, such as:  persuading a 
particular audience; editorializing an opinion; 
capturing feelings through poetry. 
10:2-TLW perform the daily functions of a 
literate individual, such as acquiring information 
from multiple sources, then:  evaluating; 
organizing; communicating it in various contexts. 
 

 
WRITING 

 
6-Z: Develop proficiency in using the 
writing process through writing workshop. 

  

 
6:4-TLW document and develop their own voice 
through:  portfolio reflections; audio and 
videotapes; submissions to publications; group 
share. 
7:2-TLW monitor their progress while using a 

 
WRITING 

 
6-AA:  Submit final pieces for publication. 

  
Wide Awake Club 
School newspaper 
Writing contests 
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variety of strategies to construct and convey 
meaning. 
7:4-TLW demonstrate a variety of strategies 
during the writing process, while creating text 
for specific purposes, such as:  persuading a 
particular audience; editorializing an opinion; 
capturing feelings through poetry. 
8:1-TLW select and use writing mechanics that 
enhance and clarify understanding, such as:  
paragraphing; organizational patterns; variety in 
sentence structure; appropriate punctuation; 
grammatical constructions; conventional 
spelling. 
8:2-TLW describe and use characteristics of 
narrative genre and elements of narrative 
technique to convey ideas and perspectives, 
such as foreshadowing and flashback in:  poetry; 
science fiction; short stories; novels. 
8:4-TLW identify and use aspects of the craft of 
the speaker, writer and illustrator to formulate 
and express their ideas artistically, such as:  
color and composition; flashback; pacing; multi- 
dimensional characters; strong verbs; effective 
leads; appropriate use of details; language that 
inspires. 
10:2-TLW perform the daily functions of a 
literate individual, such as acquiring information 
from multiple sources, then:  evaluating; 
organizing; communicating it in various contexts. 
     
 
1:5-TLW respond to texts by relating their own 
and others’ experiences. 
11:2-TLW explain and use appropriate and 
available resources for investigating a topic.  
Examples include:  knowledgeable people; field 
trips; tables of contents; indexes; glossaries; 
icons/headings; hypertext; storage addresses; 
CD-ROM/laser disks; electronic mail; library 
catalogue databases; Internet. 
11:3-TLW organize, analyze and synthesize 
information to draw conclusions and implications 
based on their investigation of an issue or 
problem. 

 
WRITING 

 
6-BB:  Use resources for writing, 
including library resources and technology. 

  

 
2:1-TLW write a variety of compositions, 
including:  personal narrative; persuasive 
essays; lab reports; poetry; expository writing. 
2:2-TLW build meaning and empathy through 

 
WRITING 

 
6-CC:  Select two best pieces of writing 
per marking period, for a permanent 
portfolio. 
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writing that:  appeals to reason and/or emotion; 
uses figurative language; demonstrates 
grammatical conventions. 
2:3-TLW plan, draft, revise and edit text in such 
areas as:  effect; content; perspective. 
2:4-TLW select and use appropriate language 
conventions to edit text, such as:  correct and 
varied grammatical construction; subject-verb 
agreement; punctuation; spelling. 
3:1-TLW select and manipulate listening, 
viewing, speaking, reading and writing skills 
appropriate to the purpose and audience, such 
as:  using all the Language Arts to prepare and 
present a unit project on career exploration. 
3:2-TLW read and write fluently, speak 
confidently, listen and interact appropriately in 
situations, and represent creatively through the 
following means:  report formally to a group; 
debating issues; interviewing members of the 
public. 
3:7-TLW express their responses and make 
connections between various texts and their own 
lives. 
6:1-TLW analyze their use of elements of 
effective communication. 
6:2-TLW demonstrate the ability to vary oral 
and written communication for different 
purposes and audiences, such as to:  persuade; 
inform; entertain. 
7:2-TLW monitor their progress while using a 
variety of strategies to construct and convey 
meaning. 
7:3-TLW reflect on his/her own literacy by:  
setting learning goals; evaluating progress. 
7:4-TLW demonstrate a variety of strategies 
during the writing process, while creating text 
for specific purposes, such as:  persuading a 
particular audience; editorializing an opinion; 
capturing feelings through poetry. 
8:1-TLW select and use writing mechanics that 
enhance and clarify understanding, such as:  
paragraphing; organizational patterns; variety in 
sentence structure; appropriate punctuation; 
grammatical constructions; conventional 
spelling. 
10:2-TLW perform the daily functions of a 
literate individual, such as acquiring information 
from multiple sources, then:  evaluating; 
organizing; communicating it in various contexts. 
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12:1-TLW identify different standards based on 
the purpose of the text. 
12:2-TLW use different standards based on 
purpose and context. 
12:3-TLW develop critical standards based on 
aesthetic qualities and use them to explain 
choices in reading, writing, speaking, listening 
and viewing. 
12:4-TLW create a collection of personal work 
based on individual, shared and academic 
standards, including reflection on individual 
pieces and the collection as a whole. 
 
3:1-TLW select and manipulate listening, 
viewing, speaking, reading and writing skills 
appropriate to the purpose and audience, such 
as:  using all the Language Arts to prepare and 
present a unit project on career exploration. 
3:2-TLW read and write fluently, speak 
confidently, listen and interact appropriately in 
situations, and represent creatively through the 
following means:  report formally to a group; 
debating issues; interviewing members of the 
public. 
3:3-TLW practice verbal and non-verbal 
strategies that enhance understanding of spoken 
messages and promote effective listening 
behaviors:  volume; inflection; reasoning; use of 
evidence; rate. 
3:7-TLW express their responses and make 
connections between various texts and their own 
lives. 
4:1-TLW compare language patterns in a variety 
of contexts, such as:  community activities; 
discussions; workplace; mathematics class; 
science class. 
4:5-TLW recognize and use appropriate levels of 
discourse for varied contexts, purposes and 
audiences.  Examples include:  community 
building; explanation of a biological concept; 
comparison of computer programs; commentary 
on an artistic work; analysis of a fitness 
program; classroom debates on political issues. 
6:1-TLW analyze their use of elements of 
effective communication. 
6:2-TLW demonstrate the ability to vary oral 
and written communication for different 
purposes and audiences, such as to:  persuade; 

 
LISTENING/SPEAKING 
VIEWING 

 
6-DD:  Demonstrate effective listening 
and speaking behaviors. 

  
Write Source 
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inform; entertain. 
6:4-TLW document and develop their own voice 
through:  portfolio reflections; audio and 
videotapes; submissions to publications; group 
share. 
7:2-TLW monitor their progress while using a 
variety of strategies to construct and convey 
meaning. 
7:3-TLW reflect on his/her own literacy by:  
setting learning goals; evaluating progress. 
11:4-TLW use different means of developing 
and presenting conclusions based on the 
investigation of an issue or problem to a specific 
audience.  Examples include:  hypertext; election 
ballots; magazines and booklets, including 
graphics. 
12:1-TLW identify different standards based on 
the purpose of the text. 
12:2-TLW use different standards based on 
purpose and context. 
 
3:1-TLW select and manipulate listening, 
viewing, speaking, reading and writing skills 
appropriate to the purpose and audience, such 
as:  using all the Language Arts to prepare and 
present a unit project on career exploration. 
3:2-TLW read and write fluently, speak 
confidently, listen and interact appropriately in 
situations, and represent creatively through the 
following means:  report formally to a group; 
debating issues; interviewing members of the 
public. 
3:3-TLW practice verbal and non-verbal 
strategies that enhance understanding of spoken 
messages and promote effective listening 
behaviors:  volume; inflection; reasoning; use of 
evidence; rate. 
3:4-TLW select appropriate strategies while 
reading, listening to, or viewing text, such as:  
generating questions; studying vocabulary; 
analyze mood and tone; recognizing how 
authors and speakers use information; match 
form to content. 
3:5-TLW determine the meaning of unfamiliar 
words and concepts by using a variety of 
resources, such as:  semantic and structural 
features; prior knowledge; reference materials; 
electronic sources. 
3:6-TLW recognize and use varied techniques to 

LISTENING/SPEAKING 
VIEWING 

 6-EE:  Present how-to piece   
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construct text, convey meaning, and express 
feelings to an audience, such as:  identification 
with characters; multiple points of view. 
3:7-TLW express their responses and make 
connections between various texts and their own 
lives. 
4:5-TLW recognize and use appropriate levels of 
discourse for varied contexts, purposes and 
audiences.  Examples include:  community 
building; explanation of a biological concept; 
comparison of computer programs; commentary 
on an artistic work; analysis of a fitness 
program; classroom debates on political issues. 
6:2-TLW demonstrate the ability to vary oral 
and written communication for different 
purposes and audiences, such as to:  persuade; 
inform; entertain. 
7:3-TLW reflect on his/her own literacy by:  
setting learning goals; evaluating progress. 
7:4-TLW demonstrate a variety of strategies 
during the writing process, while creating text 
for specific purposes, such as:  persuading a 
particular audience; editorializing an opinion; 
capturing feelings through poetry. 
8:1-TLW select and use writing mechanics that 
enhance and clarify understanding, such as:  
paragraphing; organizational patterns; variety in 
sentence structure; appropriate punctuation; 
grammatical constructions; conventional 
spelling. 
8:2-TLW describe and use characteristics of 
narrative genre and elements of narrative 
technique to convey ideas and perspectives, 
such as foreshadowing and flashback in:  poetry; 
science fiction; short stories; novels. 
8:3-TLW describe and use characteristics of 
various informational genre and elements of 
expository text structure to convey ideas.  
Examples include:  Genre⎯ biographies; 
newspapers; brochures; persuasive arguments 
and essays.  Text Structure⎯ multiple patterns 
of organization; relational links; central 
purposes. 
8:4-TLW identify and use aspects of the craft of 
the speaker, writer and illustrator to formulate 
and express their ideas artistically, such as:  
color and composition; flashback; pacing; multi- 
dimensional characters; strong verbs; effective 
leads; appropriate use of details; language that 
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inspires. 
8:5-TLW explain how the characteristics of text 
and textual aids convey meaning. 
9:1-TLW explore and reflect on universal 
themes and substantive issues from oral, visual 
and written texts.   Examples include:  coming of 
age; rights and responsibilities; group and 
individual roles; conflict and cooperation; 
creativity; resourcefulness. 
9:2-TLW synthesize content from multiple texts 
to formulate principles and generalizations. 
9:3-TLW synthesize content from multiple texts 
to formulate principles and generalizations. 
12:3-TLW develop critical standards based on 
aesthetic qualities and use them to explain 
choices in reading, writing, speaking, listening 
and viewing. 
12:4-TLW create a collection of personal work 
based on individual, shared and academic 
standards, including reflection on individual 
pieces and the collection as a whole. 
12:5-TLW refine their own standards to 
evaluate personal and public communications 
within a responsible and ethical system for the 
expression of ideas. 
 
 
5:1-TLW select, read, listen to, view and 
respond thoughtfully to quality texts. 
5:2-TLW describe and discuss shared issues in 
the human experience that appear in world 
literature and texts.  Examples include:  quests 
for happiness; serving others. 
5:4-TLW investigate and demonstrate 
understanding of cultural and historical contexts 
depicted in literature and other texts. 
5:5-TLW investigate through literature and 
other texts various examples of distortion and 
stereotypes, such as:  gender; race; culture; 
age; class; religion; handicapping conditions. 
6:2-TLW demonstrate the ability to vary oral 
and written communication for different 
purposes and audiences, such as to:  persuade; 
inform; entertain. 
7:4-TLW demonstrate a variety of strategies 
during the writing process, while creating text 
for specific purposes, such as:  persuading a 
particular audience; editorializing an opinion; 
capturing feelings through poetry. 

LISTENING/SPEAKING 
VIEWING 

6-FF:  Present research, theme, or issue 
to be evaluated by teachers and peers. 
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8:4-TLW identify and use aspects of the craft of 
the speaker, writer and illustrator to formulate 
and express their ideas artistically, such as:  
color and composition; flashback; pacing; multi- 
dimensional characters; strong verbs; effective 
leads; appropriate use of details; language that 
inspires. 
11:2-TLW explain and use appropriate and 
available resources for investigating a topic.  
Examples include:  knowledgeable people; field 
trips; tables of contents; indexes; glossaries; 
icons/headings; hypertext; storage addresses; 
CD-ROM/laser disks; electronic mail; library 
catalogue databases; Internet. 
11:3-TLW organize, analyze and synthesize 
information to draw conclusions and implications 
based on their investigation of an issue or 
problem. 
11:4-TLW use different means of developing 
and presenting conclusions based on the 
investigation of an issue or problem to a specific 
audience.  Examples include:  hypertext; election 
ballots; magazines and booklets, including 
graphics. 
12:1-TLW identify different standards based on 
the purpose of the text. 
12:2-TLW use different standards based on 
purpose and context. 
12:3-TLW develop critical standards based on 
aesthetic qualities and use them to explain 
choices in reading, writing, speaking, listening 
and viewing. 
12:4-TLW create a collection of personal work 
based on individual, shared and academic 
standards, including reflection on individual 
pieces and the collection as a whole. 
12:5-TLW refine their own standards to 
evaluate personal and public communications 
within a responsible and ethical system for the 
expression of ideas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


